Christmas Prophecies: The Timing
(http://www.lamblion.us/2009/12/christmas-prophecies-timing.html)

By Nathan Jones
Were there any prophecies that identified when the Messiah
would first come?
Dr. David Reagan, Dennis Pollock of Spirit of Grace Ministries, and I
recently got together on the television show "Christ in Prophecy" (watch it!) to discuss how
the fulfillment of Bible prophecy in Jesus of Nazareth is proof positive that Jesus came
when the Messiah was supposed to first come. If you were wondering if Jesus really came
on the scene when the Messiah was first meant to — read on in our discussion of this
amazing timing!

Dr. Reagan: Every year at Christmas I am reminded of the remarkable prophecies
concerning the birth of Jesus and how they substantiate His deity and the faithfulness of
God. Let's look at some of those prophecies. The first that came to my mind are those that
established the general time period when the Lord would appear. Tell us about those
prophecies, Nathan.

Nathan Jones: I'd be happy to, Dave! There are two of them. I'll begin with Genesis 49
which contains the words spoken by Jacob on his death bed to his son Judah. Jacob said,

"The scepter shall not depart from Judah… until Shiloh comes, and to him shall be the
obedience of the peoples." Now, the term, "Shiloh" was recognized by the Jewish rabbis as
a Messianic title, so the term "scepter" refers to the judicial power of the nation. Thus, this
prophecy is saying that the Jewish nation's judicial power will never be lost before the
Messiah comes.

Dr. Reagan: But, Nathan, didn't the Jews lose their judicial power during the Babylonian
captivity, about 500 years before Christ?

Nathan Jones: Well, Judah's national sovereignty was lost, but they never lost their ability
to have their own courts and judges during that time.
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Dr. Reagan: Okay, so then, the loss of judicial power must have been during the time of
the Romans?

Nathan Jones: Exactly, it was during 7 AD the Jewish Sanhedrin Council had actually lost
the ability to pronounce the death penalty.

Dr. Reagan: Well, you know, Nathan, that is remarkable because the Messiah had come 11
years earlier when Jesus was born say in 4 BC. So, Shiloh had arrived shortly before the
scepter departed, just as prophesied.

Nathan Jones: Exactly!
Dr. Reagan: Dennis, tell us about the other First Coming prophecy, the one that is
contained in Daniel 9.

Dennis Pollock: It is a pretty complex prophecy, so let me just summarize it. The prophecy
was written during the Babylonian captivity. Basically, what it says is that the Messiah will
come and be killed 483 years after an order is issued for the rebuilding of Jerusalem. That
order was given by the Medo-Persian ruler Artaxerxes, and 483 years later Jesus entered
Jerusalem to be crucified.

Dr. Reagan: You know, Dennis, that is absolutely amazing! The world, of course, would call
that a coincidence.

Dennis Pollock: They might call it a coincidence, but the truth is that when you have these
kinds of prophecies and their precise fulfillment, that goes well beyond the realm of
coincidence. That would be a "God-incidence," that is, historical events that are
orchestrated by the hand of Almighty God.
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