Why I Believe in a Pre-Tribulation Rapture: Part 4
By Nathan Jones
In Part 1, I covered what I call the "bedrock" foundational tenets about
the Bible and its interpretation that provide the foundation in which to
analyze the reasons for why I believe the Bible teaches a Pre-Tribulation
Rapture of the Church. The following are two further reasons.

6) God's wrath involves the whole 7-Year Tribulation.
The view that the Rapture will occur at the mid-point of the Tribulation is based upon 1
Corinthians 15:52 which states that the Rapture will occur at the blowing of "the last

trumpet." This Mid-Tribulation Rapture view then declares this trumpet to be the last of the
seven trumpets in Revelation 11 that is blown at the mid-point of the Tribulation. Why of
the 114 references to trumpets in the Bible these two are identified as one and the same
only defies sound Bible study. The context clearly shows the last trumpet of 1 Corinthians
15 is blown for believers whereas the seven trumpets of Revelation 8, 9 and 11 are
sounded for unbelievers. The Revelation trumpets therefore can have no relevance for the
Church.
The Pre-Wrath Rapture view has the Church raptured just before the bowl judgments
(Revelation 16) that occur during the last quarter of the Tribulation. The bowl judgments
are the only judgments this view considers to be the wrath of God, leaving the Seal and
Trumpet judgments as wrath from man and Satan. But, isn't it Jesus Himself who breaks
the seals that launch each of the Revelation 6 seal judgments which occur at the beginning
of the Tribulation? Also, the seven angels who blow the trumpets that initiate each of the
trumpet judgments are given their trumpets at the throne of God (Revelation 8:2). And,
Revelation 15:1 states that the bowl judgments at the end of the Tribulation finish the
wrath of God, not begin His wrath.
Because these judgments are initiated by Jesus Himself at the beginning of the Tribulation,
the whole Tribulation must be God's wrath, which the Church is exempt from.

7) The Old Testament and Revelation leave the Church out of the Tribulation.
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The focus of the Tribulation — to pour out God's wrath on the earth just like the Flood (Isa.
24:22; Zeph. 3:8; 1 Thes. 5:3; 2 Thes. 2:12) and to bring the Jewish people to accept
Jesus as Messiah (Mat. 23:39; Lk. 13:35) — is addressed by the Old Testament and the
Book of Revelation to the unbelievers and the Jewish people. In any biblical content
concerning the Tribulation/Day of the Lord, the Church cannot be found.
The whole concept of the Church was a mystery to the Old Testament prophets. They
focused on the nation of Israel. The Book of Matthew is written to the Jewish people, whom
Jesus is addressing in Matthew 24. In the Book of Revelation, chapters 2 and 3 cover the
Church Age, but then there is no mention of the Church until after the Tribulation/Day of
the Lord chapters 6-18. In Chapter 19, the Church returns to the texts and can be found,
not suffering, but celebrating with Christ at the Marriage Supper of the Lamb and preparing
to return with Jesus to earth.

I will continue posting more reasons why I believe in a Pre-Tribulation Rapture in Part 5.
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