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Jesus is refurning soon.

to proclaim to as many people as |
possible as quickly as possible that |

Obgervations by the Editor

An Apocalyptic
Phenomenon

This month we are featuring the phe-
nomenal “Left Behind” series of books based
on Bible prophecy. The co-nuthors are lea-
tured on our cover. They are, from left to
right, Tim LaHave, the prophecy expert, and
Jerry Jenkins, the novelist. This is the first
time that we have featured any contemporary
PErsons on our Cover.

The “Lefl Behind™ books (8 volumes thus
far) are the best-selling adult fiction series of
all time, with 204 million copics sold
{through volume 7). The audio and chil-
dren’s versions have sold an addinonal 9
million copies

The seventh book in the series, The In-
dwelling, was the first Christian fiction book
1o debul as number one on the best-seller list
for The New York Times, USA Today, Wall
Street Journal, Publishers Weekly, and

Amazon. com

The website, located at www lefibehind.
com, geis as many as 60,000 hits a day!

Over 2.5 million copics of the cighth
installment, The Mark, were sold before its
scheduled release date of November 14th,

And Dallas, Texas is the top market in
the country for the serics.'

Reflections

It is very satisfving to me to see 50 many
people interested in what the Bible has to say
about the end times. I think the sales also
reflect a widespread yearning for the Lord (o
return and get this sin-sick world straight-
ened oul

Few writers in the secular media seem to
have any clue as to why the books are so
popular. Douglas Winter of The Washington
Post dismissed the books as “artifacts of a
time machine sel o retrieve pulp science
fiction and our morality — from the
5('s, " The New York Times reviewer, Dinitia
Smith, characterized the series as "a Rambo-
style potboiles™ But Ms. Smith concluded
her review by offering several insightful
explanations for the books” success. One was
“the readers’ identification with the recur-
ring characters.” Another was “the popular-
ity of the action-adventure genre in general”
The third probably hit the nail on the head:
“the belief of large numbers of Americans in
the Rapture and the eventual return of
Christ. ™
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Duve Reagan eats pizza in the Philippines
on Thanksgiving Day,

The Rationale

[ happen to know that Tim LaHave is
a man with an overwhelming passion 1o
reach the masses with the message of the
Lord’s soon return. 1 share that passion,
and 1 am therefore delighted 1o wilness
the incredible success of his books

LaHaye reponied 1o Christianity Today
that he came up with the idea for an end-
times novel more than a decade ago. “We
are using fiction 1o teach biblical truth,”
he stated.” His writing partner, Jerry Jen-
kins, who has wrtlen more than 130
books, is the one who brought the project
to life. 4

Motes

1} All statistics are taken from “What's
Ahend for ‘Left Behind™7™ by Berta Del-
gado, The Dallas Marning News, Octeber
28, 2000, p.3G

2) Dimtia Somth, The New Fork Times,
“Evingelical novel sees unparalleled suc-
cess,” www spokane net, Jupe 10, 2004,
P2

3y Mhid,p. 1

4) Ihid,pl

5) Steve Rabey, “Apocalyptic Sales Out of
This World,” Christianity Today, March
I, 1999, p19
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THE “LEFT BEHIND"” SERIES

FACT OR FICTION?
A REVIEW AND ANALYSIS

Dr. David R. Reagan
44 hat do you think of the ‘Left Behind® series?”
That has been the number one question at all
the prophecy conferences 1 have conducted over the past
three years. Each time 1 have answered, “1"m sorry, but
I have not read any of the books in the series. However,
I am very familiar with the prophetic writings of Dr. Tim
LaHaye, and I consider his views to be biblically based
I would, therefore recommend the senes.” That answes
did not seem to satisfy anyone, so 1 finally decided to set
aside some time to read the series. It has proved to be an
interesting experience

A Publishing Phenomenon

The remarkable series has set all kinds of publishing records
for Christian books. To date, 20 million copies of the books have
been printed. Amazingly, the fifth and sixth books in the seres,
_-1|ruu'hwu and Assassing, both made the top ten on the New York
Times bestseller list. And the seventh book, The fndwelling, made
its debut as number one on the bestseller list. What 15 so ampzang
about this accomplishiment is that the New Yord Times 1ist does nol
count books sold in Chrisuan book stores! Tt tallies only the siles
of secular slores

A Perfect Match

The senes 1s authored by two people — Tim LaHaye and Jerry
Jenkins: They have truly proved to be a dynamic duo. Tim LaHaye
supplies the prophetic concepts from the Bible, and Jerry Jenkins
fashions them into a story ling. 1t 1s a perfect mateh between an
insightful prophecy teacher and a skilled novelist,

| have been acquainted with Tim LaHaye personally for several

JERRY B JE!

vears and have come to know him as a dedicated man of God. But
long before 1 met hun, T was a great admirer of has prophetic
writings. Through books like Revelation Mustrated and Made
Plain (Zondervan: Grand Rapids, M1, 1975), [ had come 1o respect
him as a bibhically solid expositor of Bible prophecy

[ have never met Jerry Jenkins, but | became familiar with him
when he served for several vears as editor of Meedy Maonthly
magazine. After having read eight volumes of the “Left Behind”
series, | can sav that he is an imaginative writer who knows how
to tell a story and keep it interesting

The Writing Styvle

However, | feel compelled to point out to those of vou who are
students of literature, that Jenkins is not a profound novelist. This
point was impressed on me when [ finished the seventh book in the
series, The Indwelling, and realized that | was not emotionally
iwvolved with either the story or any of the characters in the story
By contrast, when | finished reading the one volume novel, Les
Miserables, | was so powerfully impacted by the story and the
characters that [ wept off and on for two days aflerward

I Tound the story line of the “Lefl Behind” series becoming

&
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TIM IAHAYE
KIN JERRY B.JENKINS

maore and more implavsible as the plot developed bevond the first
book. The story line also began to take on the character of a “Raid-
ers of the Lost Ark™ action-pdventure tale. This superficiality is
probably the reason [ have remained emotionally aloof to the story
and i1s characters

[ have also found the writing style 1o be frustrating and there-
[ore irmitming in nature. That's because it is based upon what |
would call “chasing rabbits,” T1
a character up to the point of climax, and then will suddenly drop
the story and start developing another story line involving another
characier. That storv line will also be brought to its focal point and
then dropped lor an abrupt transition (o a third story line. At times
there are as many as five rabbits being chased at one time, with all
the conclusions hanging in the air. Based on sales, this 1s obviously
an appealing technique of writing to many people, but not o me

On the other hand, there 15 one thing | have found very
appealing about the writing, and 1 think it is one of the main
reasons that the Lord has ancinted this series for widespread
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distribution and impact. What I have in mind is the extensive
quotation of Scripture that can be found in every volume of the
series. The scripture quotations are seldom annotated, so the
readers who are unfamiliar with the Bible will probably have no
idea that they are reading Scripture — lots of it. But whether they
realize it or not is unimportant because Scripture 15 supernatural
in its power. Seeds for salvation are being planted by these books,
and as we who are believers know, “the Word of God does not go
forth and come back void™ (Tsaiah 55:11},

Scripture is incorporated in novel ways. For example, all the
specches given by the two witnesses in Jerusalem are composed of
scripture passages patched together end to end. Scripture is the
essence of all the Bible teachings that are transmitted world wide
over the Internet by Tsion Ben-Judah, a Messianic Jew who
becomes the spokesman for besieged believers during the Tribula-
tion, And there is a lot of personal, one-on-one witnessing in the
books between believers and unbelievers, much of which is steeped
in scripture quotations.

The books also contain many powerful messages for marginal
believers whom I usually refer to as “cultural Christians.” These
are people who practice Christianity as part of their culture, but

Foa4.x b8 Fieat

TIMIALIAYE
JERRY B. JENKINS

who have no personal relationship with Jesus and have never been
born again, The books make it clear that these people, many of
whom are good and well-meaning, will be lefl behind when the
Rapture occurs, There are long dialogues between the characters
as to what constitutes a true Christian, and T am confident that this
material will open the eyves of many cultural Christians to the grim
reality that they are not saved.

[ am not a literary critic, and the fundamental purpose of this
article is not lo present a literary critique. Rather, my main pur-
pose is to present an analysis of the prophetic concepts contained
in this remarkable series. Are they biblically valid, and if so, what
scriptures arc they based on?'

The Return of the Lord in Stages

Onc of the fundamental prophetic concepis that the “Left
Behind” series is based upon is the idea that the return of
Jesus will occur in two stages: first, His appearing lo take the
Church out of the world (the Rapture), and then His return with

TIMIAHAYE
JERRY B. JENKINS -

His Church to reign over all the earth for a thousand vears (the
Second Coming), This concept of the Lord returning in stages is
very hiblical and can be proved rather easily.

The Mew Testament contains only two detailed descriptions of
the Lord’s return. One is found in | Thessalonians 4:13-18; the
other, in Revelation 19:11-16. When the two are compared, it
becomes very evident that the only thing they have in common is
that they both focus on Jesus, Otherwise, they are as different as
night and day. Consider the differences:

1 Thessalonians 4 Revelation 19

Jesus appears in the heavens, Jesus returns to earth,

He appears for His Church. He returns with His Church,
He appears as a Bridegroom, He returns as a Warrior,

He returns to condemn the
unrighteous.

He appears to claim the
righteous.

He appears as a Deliverer. He returns as King of kings,

These two passages are obviously talking about two different
events, The passage in 1 Thessalonians 4 describes what has come

1M LAHAYE
JERRY B.JENKINS

to be known as the Rapture — the snatching of the Church out of
the world. Revelation 19 describes an event that will take place
later — the return of the Lord 1o the earth,

This methed of reconciling these two passages solves a serious
problem that emerges when you think of only one fulure coming
of the Lord. That problem relates to the emphasis that the
Scriptures give to imminence. What T am referring to 15 the
constant warning of the Scriptures that the Lord may appear any
moment and, therefore, we are always to be ready for His return.
(See Matthew 24:36, 42, 44 and 25:13.)

If there is only one future coming of the Lord, then these
warnings are a waste of time, and there is no imminence because
there are many prophecics that are yet to be fulfilled before the
Lord can return, [ have in mind such things as a peace treaty that
will bring true peace to Israel and enable the Jews to rebuild their
Temple {Daniel 9:27). There must also be a seven year period of
Tribulation during which the Antichrist will terrorize the world
(Revelation 6-18),
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These are just a few of the events that are clearly prophesied in
Scripture as ocourring before Jesus returns to earth. If there is only
one future coming of the Lord, and it must take place afier these
events, then the Lord’s return is nol imminent. We should not be
living looking for Jesus Christ, as the Seriptures instruct us to do
(Titus 2:13). Rather, we should be looking for the Antichrist.

The only way there can be imminence is for there to be two
future comings of the Lord, one of which — the Rapture — can
occur any moment, And the Rapture truly is imminent because
there is not one prophecy that must be fulfilled for it to occur. It is
an gvent that conld happen any moment.

The Starting Point of the Tribulation

was surprised to discover that the “Left Behind” series departs

from the traditional teaching that the Tribulation beging with
the signing of a peace treaty that will guarantee the peace of Israel.
The book of Daniel clearly indicates that the final week of vears in
Daniel’s prophecy of the 70 weeks of years begins when the [sraeli
peace treaty is signed. (Daniel 9:27),

The “Left Behind” series has the Rapture “ushering in” the
Tribulation (Left Behind, p. 213). The Two Witnesses who are 1o

preach for 1,260 days in Jerusalem appear at the Wailing Wall
immediately afler the Rapture (Left Behind, pp. 301-302), But the
Antichrist’s peace trealy guaranieeing the safety of Isracl is nol
produced by the United Nations until several weeks later (Left
Behind, p. 414). So, in the “Left Behind"” séries, the time periods
indicated in the book of Revelation are measured from the Rapture
rather than from the signing of the Middle East peace treaty. This
is a very unerthodox interpretation.

The Bible does not indicate anywhere that the Tribulation
begins with the Rapture, 1 believe the Rapture could ocour months
or even years before the Tribulation begins, although it is likely to
occur near the beginning because the Tribulation is the time of the
pouring out of God's wrath, and 1 Thessalonians 1: 10 says that
Jesus will “deliver™ His Church “from the wrath 1o come.”

Tim LaHaye must have recopnized this problem later, because
in volume 3 (Nicolae, p. 327) He has one of the characters clarify
the point by asserting that the Tribulation does not begin until the
Israeli peace treaty is signed.

The Timing of the Rapture

Wt come now to one of the most controversial points in all
of Bible prophecy — namely, the timing of the Rapture.
Even those with a premillennial viewpoint, who tend to interpret
prophecy literally, do not agree as to when the Rapture will occur,
Most, like Tim LaHaye, place it at the beginning of the Tribula-
tion. Others argue it will gocur in the middle of the Tribulation.
There is a new view that places it near the end of the Tribulation,
right before the bowl judgments of Revelation 16. And there arc a
few who put it at the end of the Tribulation, combining the Rapture
and the Second Coming into one event,

The reason for this diversity of opinion is that the Bible does
not reveal the exact liming of the Raplure. Any argument for a
particular timing must be based upon inference.

In agreement with Tim LaHaye, T believe the best inference of
Scripture is that the Rapture will occur before the Tribulation
begins. The most imporiant reason T believe this has to do with the
issue of imminence that | mentioned earlier. Only the pre-Tribula-
tion concept of the Rapture allows for the imminence of the Lord’s
appearing for His Church. As 1 pointed out earlier, when the
Rapture is placed at any other time, the imminence of the Lord's

VotuME 9
| coming in the

~ Spring of 2001

Tim LaHaye
_Jerry B. Jenkins

return is destroyed because other prophetic events must happen
first,

For example, il the Rapture is going to occur in mid-Tribula-
tion, then why should 1 live looking for the Lord’s appearing at
any moment? [ should be looking instead for an Isracli peace
treaty, the rebuilding of the Temple, and the revelation of the
Antichrist. Then and only then could the Lord appear.

Another argument in behalf of a pre-Tribulation Rapture has
to do with the promises of God to protect the Church from His
wrath. The book of Revelation teaches that the Tribulation will be
a time of the pouring out of God’s wrath, from beginning to end,
The Word promises over and over that the Church will be
delivered from God's wrath. Consider 1 Thessalonians 1:10, That
verse says believers are waiting “for His Son from heaven . . . who
delivers us from the wrath to come.” In like manner, 1 Thessaloni-
ans 3:% says that “God has not destined us for wrath.”

Some argue that Goed could supernaturally protect the Church
during the Tribulation. Yes, He could. In fact, He promised to do
that for the 144,000 Jews who will be sealed as bond-servants at

January - February 2001
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‘IheBestSell&r
ofthe 19th Cemurg

was. W;HiamE E]ackstrane e
Bldcksmne {lﬂril = 1935} was a ia;r'rrmn wiu:i lw;:d m:
Chmagﬂ He dE:"-"DtEd all his spare time to the study of Bl.blf:
-prophecy, and because he mtcrprﬁled prophecy literally, he
believed that God wauld one day regather the Jews lo
PﬂIaalme as thclr land was called at that time. ._
He worked to make this vision a realn}r by iobb:nngi
presidents, ‘convening conferences, and raising funds. Ata
1913 Zionist Conference in Philadelphia, he was acclaimed
a “Father uf mesm g 1956 the sta’te ﬂf ISTle d{bdlcalcd_
afcrresl in his uu‘:mur}? - o
‘His book is a ¢ assic of prophenu: lltemturc s
thtrmuglﬂy grmmdﬁd in the Scri pturcs In fact; almost half of
every page consists of footnotes with vn‘lumlnﬂus biblical
 references for every statement he makes. His chapter entitled
 “Israel is to be Restored” is an excltmg one to read in view
.of what has happened in history since the 1800's.
i The book has been: r&pubhshed in its third edition
{1903} h}f Kregel Publications. 1t is available through this
ninistry for $1L'I pIus mailing costs. To urder call 1- Eﬂﬂf"
‘?{15 83]6 :

the beginning of the Tribulation (Revelation 7:1-8).

But God's promise to the Church during the Tribulation is not
one of protection, but one of deliverance. Jesus said that when the
signs pointing to the Tribulation “begin to take place,” believers
are to look up because their “redemption is drawing near” (Luke
21:28). He also urged believers to pray that they might “escape all

these things” (Luke 21:36),

There really is no purpose for the Church 1o be present during
the Tribulation. It is a time of the pouring out of God's wrath upon
those who have rejected His grace, love and mercy. There are some
who argue that the Church must be “purged” during the Tribula-
tion to purify it. But to me, this idea is absurd, The blood of Jesus
is sufficient to cleanse us of all our sins. That is an accomplished
fact for those who have put their faith in Jesus (Ephesians 5:26-
27). Furthermore, the concept of purging the Church during the
Tribulation converts the whole peried into a Protestant version of
purgatory. It also violates the wedding imagery that the Bible uses
to describe the relationship between Christ and His Chuorch. Jesus
is not going 1o beat up His Bride for seven vears and then marry
her!

The Rapture and Children

Wil] children be taken out in the Rapture? It is one of the
most frequently asked questions. The “Left Behind™ series
answers this question with a resounding “Yes!” (Left Behind, pp,
37 and 211). I hope that answer is correct.

The Bible does not clearly answer the question. Nowhere does
it state that children will be raptured.

Tim LaHaye presents his theological reasoning for his con-
viction in the words of a pastor who is raptured but who leaves
behind a video tape for those who miss the Rapture (Left Bekind,
p. 211y

Up 1o a certain age, which is probably different
for each individual, we believe God will not hold a
child accountable for a decision that must be made
with heart and mind, fully cognizant of the ramifi-
cations. You may also find that unborn children
have disappeared from their mother’s wombs.

I think a strong argument can be made that the minor children
of helievers will be taken in the Rapture. That argument would be
based in part on the fact that Ged saved Moah and all his house-
hold when He destroyed the earth with water, Likewise, God saved
Lot and his two daughters when He decided to destroy Sodom and
Gomorrah (2 Peter 2:4-9). Additionally, there is an interesting
verse in | Corinthians 7:14 that may be applicable here: “The
Christian wife bring holiness to her marriage, and the Christian
husband brings holiness to his marriage, Otherwise, your children
would not have a godly influence, but now they are set apart”
(MLT). A principle stated in Proverbs 14:26 may also be applica-
ble: “Those who fear the Lord are secure; He will be a place of
refuge for their children™ (NLT).

I certainly would agree that children who die before the age of
accountability are saved. King David recognized this when his
baby born of Bathsheba died (2 Samuel 12:23). And Jesus said,
“Truly T say lo you, unless you are converted and become like
children, you shall not enter the kingdom of heaven (Matthew
18:3),

But the Rapture is & promise to the Church, and minor children
who have not accepted the Lord are not members of the Church.

The fact that the Rapiure is a promise to the Church, and the
Church alone, is often overlooked. Many people assume that all
saved people who have ever lived will be resurrected at the time of
the Rapture. That is not so. The Bible makes it clear that QOld
Testament saints will be resurrected at the end of the Tribulation
(Daniel 12:1-2}.

The resurrection of the righteous, which the Bible calls the
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“first resurrection” (Revelation 20:5), will occur in stages, and the
stages will correspond with the three stages of a Jewish harvest:
the first fruits, followed by the general harvest, and concluded with
the gleanings,

Jesus was the “first fruits” (1 Corinthians 15:23). The general
harvest will occur at the Raplure when the Church Age saints will
be resurrccled, and the living saints will be translated. The
gleanings will occur at the end of the Tribulation at the Second
Coming. Then, the Old Testament saints and the Tribulation
marlyrs will be resurrected (Danicl 12:2 and Revelation 20:4).

So, to summarize, the “Left Behind” series may be night in s
assumption that all children will be raplured. Again, | hope it is,
but the Bible is silent on the issue. If any children are raplured,
they are more likely to be the children of believers.

Salvation after the Rapture

Thcm is no doubt that there will be a great harvest of souls
afier the Rapture (Revelation 7:9-14). Some will be convicted
by the Rapture itsell. Others will be converted by the preaching of
gither the Two Witnesses in Jerusalem (Revelation 11) or the
144,000 Jewish disciples who will proclaim the Gospel (Revelation
7). Some will repent in response to the judgments of God (Isaiah
26:9). Others will respond to an angel of God who will preach the
“eternal gospel” to all the world at the end of the Tribulation, right
before the final pouring out of God’s wrath (Revelation 14:6).

The controversial issue is whether or not those who have heard
the Gospel before the Raplure and have rejected it will be allowed
to respond and be saved after the Rapture, The “Left Behind”
series takes the position that such people will be able to accept
Jesus as Lord and Savior after the Rapture (Left Behind, p.214).

Omnce again, T hope Tim LaHaye is right about this. But not all
prophecy teachers would agree. The reason for the controversy is
a passage in 2 Thessalonians 2:8-12 which seems o indicate that
such people will continue to reject the Gospel after the Rapture,
Here's the passage. Read it for yourself and draw vour own
conclusion:

And then that lawless one will be revealed
whom the Lord will slay with the breath of His
mouth and bring to an end by the appearance of His
coming; that is, the one whose coming is in accord
with the activity of Satan, with all power and signs
and false wonders, and with all the deception of
wickedness for those who perish, because they did
not receive the love of the truth so as to be saved.
For this reason God will send upon them a deluding
influence so that they will believe what is false, in
order that they all may be judged who did not
believe the truth, but teok pleasure in wickedness.

This passage scems to teach that people who have rejected the
truth before the Rapture will continue to do so. Because of this pas-
sage, [ cannot say with absolute confidence that those who have
rejected the Gospel before the Rapture will have the possibility of
accepting it afterwards. | hope Tim La Haye is right. but T would
not want (o give such people any false hope.

The Russian Invasion of Isracl

Pmp]scc_-.- teachers are sharply divided over when (he Russian
invasion of Israel will occur that is prophesied in Ezckiel 38
and 39. Many place it in the middle of the Tribulation. A few have

The Best Seller
of the 20th Century

Hal Lindsey’s book, The Lafe Great Planet Earth,
broke all publishing records. Time magazine certified that it
was the number one best selling book in the world — with
the sole exceplion of the Bible — for ten years in a row
(1970 - 1980)! :

Today it continues to- sell all over the world in many
different languages. 1t is estimated that more than 40 million
copies have been sold worldwide.

Maosl people do not realize that, like the "Left Behind™
series, Lindsey's book was the product of a cooperative effort
between two people. Hal Lindsey supplied the prophetic
concepts, but a lady named Carole €. Carlson did the
writing, What set the book apart was its naturalislic
interpretation of prophecics which had previously been
interpreted in a supernatural manner. For example, Lindsey
viewed the judgments of God recorded in Revelation as a
First Century man’s description of nuclear warfare.

Dr. Reagan believes that Lindsey’s best book was a later
one published in 1973 entitled There's a New World Con-
ing. 1t is a commentary on the book of Revelation. This
minisiry offers it for £10 plus mailing costs. To order, call 1-
B00/705-8316.

argued that it will be a pan of the Battle of Armageddon at the end
of the Tribulation.

Tim LaHaye places it shorily before the beginning of the
Tribulation (Left Behind, pp. 10 and 394), and 1 would agree with
him. Ezekicl 39 says that after the Russians have been supernaiur-
ally destroved by God on the mountains of Israel, the Israclies will
gather items from the battlefield which they will be able to use to
fuel fires Tor the next seven years (verse 99, I believe this reference
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FROM THE RUNAWAY BEST-SELLING NOVEL

The movie version of volume one was released for video sales in
November. It will be a great disappointment to those who have read
the book. The film script is poorly written and the casting is weak
Complicating matters is the fact that Tim LaHaye has sued the
producers for breach of contract.

to “seven years” is a tip-ofl that the invasion will occur right before
the seven year period of the Tribulation.

Ezekiel 38:4 says that God will “put hooks into the jaws” of the
Russians and draw them down against Israel, Verse 12 says the
hook will be the desire “to capture spoil and to seize plunder.”

Prophecy teachers have long argued that the prize that will lure
the Russians will most likely be the mineral riches of the Dead
Sea, or perhaps a major oil strike in Israel. LaHaye and Jenkins
devise a very clever and imaginative alternative — the develop-
ment by an Israeli scientist of a high-powered fertilizer that
converts the desert into fertile farm land (Left Behind, p.8). This
“miracle formula® quickly transforms Israel into one of the richest
nations on carth.

This novel concept is nol without biblical basis. There are
several passages, like Isaiah 35:1, which prophesy that the
wilderness and desert will blossom in the end times. Bul the
context of these passages scems to place this phenomenon within
the millennial reign of Jesus, when the curse will be partially
lifted, and the earth will be refreshed.

I believe the prize the Russians will come after will be the Arab
oil fields of the Middle East, and 1 believe the Russian invasion of
Israel will play a far more important part in end time events than
the “Left Behind” series portrays. Here's what I think is the most
likely scenario:

® The Palestinian Authorily will try to take Jerusalem,

® The Israclis will destroy the Palestinian forces quickly.

® The Palestinians will call for the Arab nations to come to their
rescue,

® The Arab nations surrounding Tsrael will launch an all-oul
missile attack on Haifa and Tel Aviv.

® The Israclis will resort to nuclear weapons, completely de-
stroying the city of Damascus (Jeremiah 49 and Tsaiah 17),

® The Arab world will then call for its natural ally, Russia, 1o
come to its aid,

® The Russians will pleefully respond to this invitation by
launching an invasion of Israel. Ostensibly, the Russians will
come to destroy Isracl, bul their ultimate goal will be to take
the Arab oil fields.

#® The Russians will be supernaturally destroved in Isragl.
® The whole world will be thrown into a panic.

® A dynamic, charismatic leader will suddenly arise in the Euro-
pean Community who will seem to have the perfect plan to
bring peace to the Middle East.

In summary, I see the Russian invasion as ushering in both the
rise of the Antichrist and the events leading up to a Middle East
peace treaty that will mark the start of the Tribulation.

The Chronology of the Tribulation

Schei:ﬂ's who reject the premillennial interpretation of end time
prophecy have always played games with the book of Revela-
tion in order to get around the clear teaching in chapter 20 that
Jesus is going to return and reign for a thousand years,

Some have spiritualized this passage into nothingness. Others
have argned that the judgments in Revelation are circular rather
than sequential, Their argument is that the seal, trumpet and bowl
judgments are all descriptions of the same thing — namely, the
destruction of Jerusalem that occurred about thirty years after the
establislunent of the Church. So, in Revelation 19, Jesus 15 scen as
returning in 70 AD to pour out God's wrath on the Jews, and
chapter 20 is viewed as His subsequent reign over the Church.

There are certainly flash-backs and fash-forwards in the book
of Revelation, but most of the action is clearly sequential in nature,
and that is the biblical approach that is incorporated into the “Lefi
Behind” series (Left Behind, p. 300).

The judgments are definitely not circular in nature. The seal
judgments kill one-fourth of humanity (Revelation 6:8). The
trumpet judgments resull in the death of one-third of those
remaining (Revelation 9:15). The bowl judgments do not result in
massive deaths at all. Instead, they produce widespread intense
suffering, and the (iflh bowl {darkness) is focused upon the capital
of the Antichrist.

To argoe that Revelation 20 portrays Jesus' reign over the
Church, one would have to spiritualize the thousand years, since
the Church has existed alimost 2,000 years. The chapter refers six
times 10 the reign of Jesus lasting a thousand years. What would
God have to say lo convinee us that He means a thousand years?

Also, Revelation 20:2 says that Satan will be bound at the
beginning of this time, Is Satan bound today? Peter says he prowls
about like a “roaring lion, seeking someone to devour™ (1 Peter
5:8), Furithermore, Revelation says Satan will be bound in a special
way, s0 that he can no longer “deceive the nations™ (Revelation
20:3). How can anyone believe that the nations of the world are no
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longer deceived today? The “Left Behind® series is right on largel
with its portrayal of Revelation events in sequential order

The Nature of the Antichrist

Thr; portrayal of the Antichrist in the “Lefl Behind” series is
solidly biblical, He is pictured as arising out of Romania (Lef?
Bekind, p. 113), and this is in accordance with the Bible's concept
that he will come from an area that was included in the old Roman
Empire and that he will be of Foman heritage (Daniel 9:26).

He is described as handsome and brilliant and imtially self-
clfacing and humble (Left Behind, pp. 232-233 and 310-311), As
he garners power, he begins to display flashes of egomania (Leff
Behind, pp. 456-457), and he begins (o display supernatural pow-
ers such as mass hypnosis and mind reading (Leff Behind, p, 4583,
He ultimately deteriorates into a totally self-possessed person who
begins (o believe that he is God (Soul Harvest, p. 86). All of this
is in accordance with the descriptions contained in Daniel’s pro-
phecies (Daniel 8:23-26 and 11:36-38).

The place where Thelieve the “Lefl Behind™ series gets off base
regarding the Antichrist is when the story line porirays him raising
his right-hand man from the dead (Sewl Harvest, p. 86). The Bible
savs that Jesus now has the keys to death (Revelation 1:13), and 1
do not believe He is ever going (o share that power with anyone,
pariicularly the Antichrist or the Devil. The Antichrist will have
superngiural powers given to him by Satan (Daniel 8:24), but they
will not include the power to raise people from the dead.

The authors probably insert this story to prepare the reader for
their thesis that the Antichrist lumself will Iater be assassinated
(Assassins, pp. 410-411) and then be resurrected from the dead
(The Indwelling, pp. 364-366), There is a biblical basis for this
assumption, bul I do not believe it is valid. The assumption is
based on Revelation 13:1-3 where John says he saw “a beast
coming up out of the sea” (the Antichrist rising from among the
Gentile nations), He then adds that the beast had ten horms with
crowns and seven heads, and that one of his heads “had been
slain,” and “the fatal wound had been healed.™

This is obviously symbolic imagery, and I believe it refers to
kingdomns rather than a person. In Revelation 12:3 Satan is por-
traved as a dragon with seven crowned heads and ten horns, In
Revelation 13:1 the Antichrist is pictured as a beast with seven
heads and ten crowned horns. Satan’s heads are crowned because
they represent the seven greal world empires which he has con-
trofled. The Antichrist’s ten horns are crowned because they repre-
senl Lthe ten kingdoms he will initially control.

A clue 1o the identity of the seven heads is located in Revela-
tion 17:9-11 where the imagery of seven mountains is used to refer
to the great kingdoms of the world, We are told that at the time
John was writing (about 95 AD), “five had fallen, one is, the other
has not vet come™ (Revelation 17:10). That would mean that the
kingdoms past, in order, would be Egypt, Assyria, Babvlon, Medo-
Persia, and Greece. The current kingdom (“one i5”) was Rome,
The one vet to come is the kingdom of the Antichrist whicl will be
based initially on control of ten kingdoms, but will expand into a
world wide cmpire which will be the eighth and last of the Gemile
world kingdoms (Revelation 17:11).

S0, [ believe the “head” referred to in Revelation 13:3 which is
slain and then resurrecied is the Roman Empire, and nol an indi-
vidual. We are wilnessing that resurrection today in the emergence
of the European Community,

Lamb & Lion Resources
about the Rapture
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Lamb & Lion Ministries

This ninistry has produced a multimedia kil about the
Rapture that can be used for either individual or group
study. It contains a video tape, a casselte tape. and a teach-
er’s manual, There are four 25 minute programs on the
video tape featuring Dr. Reagan and Dennis Follock. The
cassetic lape contains six audio segments.

- These materials can be i:mt_{hine'd_ o 1:i_r5:5:em a total of

seven in-depth lessons on all aspects of the Rapture. The
lessons relate the Rapture to godly living in the present,
urging the students to commit themselves to holiness and
cvangelism. The teacher’s manual containg study outlines
for the students. The Rapdure Multimedia Kit sells for $35
plus the cost of shipping. To place an order for this kit call
I-B00FT05-8316:
Cassctte Tape

This ministry has also produced a one hour casselte
tape program called The Grear Dimppeamnce that deals in
detail with all aspects of the Rapture. Tt is designed for both
beligvers and unbelievers,

Far believers, the purpose of the tape is to describe
what the Bible has to say about the Rapture — its nature,
purpose and timing. The tape is also evangelistic in nature,
containing a message about salvation for unbelicvers, both
before and after the Rapture. '

The tape beging with a professionally produced dra-
matic segment that describes throogh simulated radio
broadcasts what the world will be like three days after the
Rapture. This dramatic opening is then followed by an in-
depth Bible teaching by Dr. Reagan. The program con-
cludes with the moving personal testimony of a man who
gave his life to Jesus in his mid-50's. He challenges unbe-
lievers to do the same, :

The tape sells for $5 plus the cost of shipping. To order,
call 1-800/705-83 16,
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The Antichrist’s Headquarters

aHaye and Jenkins portray the Antichrist moving the head-

quarters of the United Nations from New York to Babylon
(Left Behind, p. 352) and changing the name of the organization
to the Global Community (Apoellyen, p. 259}

There is a strong biblical basis for believing that Babylon will
be the capital of the Antichrist’s world empire. Revelation 17
pictures Babylon as the headquarters of the Antichrist, and Reve-
lation 18 deseribes the destruction of the city by God and cquales
it with the destruction of the Antichrist’s world kingdom.

But there is a problem with these passages. Revelation 17
actually states that the capital will be “mystery Babylon™ (verse 5),
which I believe is a clear indication that the author is speaking
symbalically, Later in the chapter, two clues are given as to the
identity of the city: 1) It is described as the city of “seven moun-
tains” (verse 9): and 2) It is described as “the great city which
reigns over the kings of the earth” (verse 18). I believe these de-
scriptions make it clear that “mystery Babylon™ is Rome. John
could not name Rome because he was a Roman prisoner, so he
described the city symbeolically and then gave us clues that could
only point to Rome.

Furthermore, Isaiah 13:17-20 says that when Babylon is
destroyed by the Medes, it will “never be inhabited or lived in from
generation to generation.” There are some, like Charles D:.rer who
have tried to argue that Babylon is being rebuilt today.” But the
only rebuilding has been for tourist purposes, not for large scale
habitation.

So, 1 believe the capital of the Antichrist’s empire, both poli-
tically and spiritually, will be the city of Rome.

The Identity of the Two Witnesses

evelation 11 says there will be two miracle working witnesses

of God who will preach in Jerusalem for 3% years. They will
serve as the conscience of the world and will be hated by most
people. The Antichrist will kill them at the mid-point of the
Tribulation, and the world will rejoice.

The mystery regarding these witnesses has always been their
identity. Who will they be? The book of Revelation does not tell us.
LaHaye postulates that they will be Moses and Elijah (Left Be-
hind, pp. 301-302), and there is good biblical evidence for this
conclusion, These two were present at Jesus” Transfiguration (Mat-
thew 17:3). And the miracles performed by the two (described in
Revelation 11:6) are those that characterized the ministries of
Moses and Elijah,

Still, I believe the two most likely candidates are Enoch and
Elijah. Both were men of rightcousness who were raptured (o
Heaven, Neither experienced death. Both were prophets, and one
was a Gentile (Enoch) and the other was a Jew (Elijah),

I think it is interesting that this was the unanimous opinion of
the Church Fathers during the first three hundred years of the
Church. All of them identified the two witnesses in their writings
as Enoch and Elijah.* One, by the name of Haymo who served as
the bishop of Halberstadt (840-853), even quoles a version of
Malachi 4:5 as stating that both Enoch and Elijah will appear
before the day of the Lord.* Our modern versions mention only
Elijah.

So, we know for certain from the passage in Malachi that once
of the two witnesses will be Elijah. The identity of the other is
unknown, He could be either Moses or Enocly, 1 side with Enoch
because he was a Gentile, and I believe the Lord is going to supply

1w witnesses instead of one because He is going to ordain one to
speak to the Jews and the other to the Gentiles.

The Sealing of Believers

he most surprising thing [ have thus far encountered in the

“Left Behind" series is the idea that about two years into the
Tribulation, those who have placed their faith in Jesus will receive
a supernatural identifying mark on their forcheads that can only be
seen by fellow believers (Souf Harvest, p. 172),

The authors indicate that they base this idea upon a statement
in Revelation 7:3 which states that a special group of 144,000
people will be “sealed as the bond-servants of God on their fore-
lieads.” But the context of that verse makes it crystal clear that this
sealing applies only to 144,000 Jews who will accept Jesus as their
Messiah and who will be ordained by God to serve Him during the
Tribulation. There is never any indication in this passage of this
mark being applicd to anyone else.

Perhaps LaHaye draws his inference that all believers will be
sealed from Revelation 9 which describes a plague of demonic
locusts which will be let loose to torment unbelievers, In Revela-
tion 9:4 it siates that the locusts are told they cannot harm those
who “have the seal of God on their forcheads.” I have always as-
sumed this was a reference back to the 144,000 Jews, but it could,
of course, refer to all believers, and T hope that is the meaning.

Concluding Thoughts

here are many other prophetic issues raised by the “LeRt

Behind” serics that could be discussed, but limitations of
space prevent me from doing so. Suflice it to say, in summary, that
the “Lefl Behind™ series is biblically based and therefore is well
worth reading. Tts greatest assel is that it is full of Scripture,

I belicve that many people will come to faith in Jesus by
reading these books, [ believe too that many cultural Christians
and carnal Cliristians will be convicted to examine their lives and
gel serious about their relationship with Jesus. T also believe that
many who are left behind afier the Rapture will discover the truth
of what happened by reading these books.

To conclude. 1 praise God for the “Left Behind” serics. £

Notes:

1y Although I have read all 8 volumes thus far released in the “Left
Behind™ series, most of my cilations are from volume one, Leff Be-
feind, beeause most of the prophetic concepts are established in it

23 Charles Dwer with Angela Elwell Hunt, The Rise af Babylon
(Wheaton, 1L: Tyndale House, 1991).

3} LeRoy Edwin Froom, The Prophetic Faith of Our Fatlees, volume |
{Washington, [3.C.: Review and Herald
Press, 19500, pp. 257, 278,

&) Ihid,, pp. $34-353.
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OUTREACH TO THE
PHILIPPINES

Dr. David R. Reagan

hirty-four years ago, in the summer of 1966, my family and
| [ arrived in the Philippines. We spent the next year living
in the Manila area, | was 28 at the time. Our daughters
were 4 and 5.

I was a professor of government at Ausiin College in Sherman,
Texas, My trip to the Philippines resulted from the fact that T had
been awarded a Fulbright grant by the U.S. government which en-
abled me to go abroad and spend a year studying and teaching,

I selected the Philippines for two main reasons. First, the Viet-
nam War was raging, and Southeast Asia was the focus of world
attention. My teaching specialty was international politics, so I was
interested in being near the center of action, Second, the language
of higher education in the Philippines was English, so I could
teach without having 1o learn a foreign language or utilize a
translator.

I was assigned by the Philippine government to teach interna-
tional law and politics at two universities located in Quezon City,
a suburb of Manila, One was the University of the Philippines,
considered to be the nation’s foremost public university. The other
was the Ateneo de Manila University, a private school that was
run by Jesuit priests. It was the elite school where the millionaires
sent their children,

A War Torn and Poverty Stricken Land :é
Manila had been one of the most totally destroyed cities of ' [
World War II — second only to Warsaw, In 1966, 20 years L\

after the war ended, the city was still digging out of the rubble,

]
War damage could still be seen throughout the city. Pontoon = 3 }“\
bridges built by the U.S. Army were still being used to gel across 5 > N “

the river that divides the city. And jeeps left behind by the
American troops were still being used as the basic means oft ¥
public transportation, ¥
The jeeps, called “jeepneys,” had become one of the /_’}Jf =
symbols of the Philippines. They were modified by /_///
extending the rear end to hold eight people. They £
were brilliantly painted and decorated. And they °
were held together by bailing wire.
The poverty in the 1960's was breathtaking. The average per

o i

'-'_H-H""/)}

Pastor Remegio Blanco and his wife,

e pure water from a faucet.

Second, the Lord began preparing me for the ministry [ have
L today by introducing me to Bible prophecy. | had grown up in the
i non-instrumental Churches of Christ. They had a heritage of
spiritualizing prophecy, arguing that it never meant what it said.
They were militantly Amillennial, denying that Jesus would ever
relurn to this earth to reign. They were so dogmatic about this
S\ @ point that they made it a test of fellowship.

A Spiritual Turning Point

i L’_L__

‘E} f_x T’\\\, i \]; While T was in the Philippines, 1 kept hearing
|2 - f about a remarkable Church of Christ missionary by
= 1 the name of Victor Broaddus who conducted

AT
C i J{f_j = ,E? & Sunday services in three languages — Chinese,

Fa o T"g Tagalog, and English. He had been born in
: IP};J = China of American missionary parents and had
A *} grown up speaking Chinese as his primary

[ e
UH e Kx\" A language, When the Japanese invaded China,

£

= Y U his family fled to the Philippines where they

)
l

capita gross domestic product was less than 3300 a year. In . < &= ~~2/  thou ght they would be safe. But then the Philip-
Manila, people lived in cardboard boxes and bamboo shacks, .-  pines also fell to the Japanese, and the family was
Chiolera, a filth discase, Was rampant, captured and placed in a prisoner of war camp in Manila where
The Hidden Purposes of the Lord they experienced almost three years of starvation and torture,
5 : ; . Victor Broaddus was only 17 when he became a prisoner of the
Looking back on the year we spent in Manila (1966-1967), .I can Japanese. When he was finally liberated by American troops, he
see that the Lord sent me there for several reasons. At the time | decided to remain in the Philippines as a missionary
thought the prin.mr}' reason was for me to help the Flllplll'll.‘.r people. Although T was warned against visiting his congregation
Bl nowtrealie that Wb 5*”‘?‘““.“"- .-“m SOFG.5 Tl pUtpoRe because it was “Premill,” T decided to disregard the warnings,
a0 s e Hedul p!’lmﬂ%ll}’ D peaye. 2 Early in 1967 my family and I visited his church and were intro-
First, He opened my eyes lo American materialism by letting me duced to God’s grace and His Prophetic Word. It proved to be a
experience first-hand the reality of prinding poverty —a poverty mijor turning point in my life N
beyond an;,_-l]iingl mulﬂ ever have uﬁﬂgmmj. 1 rclurged o ﬂa_r:: .S It was a key step in my deliverance from legalism, and it was
:'“1 o athigule ;fgr::i}ilu?c fc:r Lh:z zlcm?;?lc PIESS]g%S_ w].uch wz the starting point for my study of Bible prophecy — a study that
TR Pl eI Rl — MR AL IO RE A would ultimately lead to the abandonment of my academic carcer
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Participants in the Lamb & Lion Philippines conference send their greetings and thanks to the Americans who

made the conference possible.

and the establishment of Lamb & Lion Ministries. It also led to my
being given “the left foot of fellowship™ by the Churches of Christ.

An Opportunity to Return

Ever since Lamb & Lion was founded in 1980, T have desired to
return to the Philippines to proclaim the soon return of Jesus. That
opportunity presented itself about three years ago when I started
corresponding with a visionary man of God named Remegio
Blanco. Through our correspondence 1 discovered that he was a
pastor with a passion for lost souls and the return of Jesus.

When he offered to put together a conference on Bible prophecy
for pastors and evangelists, I agreed to come, even though his
church {and the proposed site of the conference) was located ina
very remote provincial area, about a six hour drive north of
Manila.

Dennis Pollock and I departed the States on November 16th of
last year and arrived in Manila on the evening of the 17th after a
13% hour flight from Los Angeles. On the 18th Pastor Blanco and
his son, Joseph (who is also a pastor), picked us up ina van and
drove us to a city of 200,000 called Urdaneta, located in Pangasi-
nan Province. There we checked into the only hotel in the town,
The rooms cost $18 a night.

Continuing Poverty

The cost of our hotel rooms is indicative of the poverty that
continues to characterize the Philippines, especially in the pro-
vincial arcas outside Manila, There was a new McDonald’s located
next to our hotel. We purchased two double Mac meals (including
fries and drinks). The cost was $3.20 — total! (The cost in the
1J.8. is $9.50.) T knew immediately that the major difference had
to be labor costs. 1 inquired and found out that the “premiuwm” jobs
al McDonald’s paid 35 pesos an hour. That's 70 cents an hour!

The official uncmployment rate in the Philippines is 12%, but
in reality it is closer to 20%. And another 30% could be classified
as underemployed. That means they have a job, bul it 15 almost
meaningless in both purpose and pay. For example, in Manila we

observed that there is a clerk assigned to every aisle in the depart-
ment stores. They stand idly all day long with almost nothing to do
and are paid $5.60 a day, the minimum wage. Their primary value
is that their presence cuts down on shop lifting.

The average per capita gross national product (GDF) has not
improved much in real tenns from 30 vears ago. It currently stands
at $900, By contrasi, the U.5. per capita GDP is $31,746.

A Blessed Conference

Our Bible prophecy conference was held 20 miles away from
our hotel al Pastor Blanco's home base, a town of 14,000 called
Santa Maria. Pastor Blanco had done extensive advertising, and he
had secured a wonderful new government facility — an agricul-
tural center — in which to hold the conference.

Mothing like our conference had ever been held in this provin-
cial area, so the conference altracied pastors from great distances
and [rom a great variety of denominations. Fifty were present the
first day; 100 the second day; and 150 the third day. We provided
lunches for the people each day at a roadside “canteen™ located
directly across the streel from the conference facility.

The worship at the conference was mightily ancinted. The
worship leam came mainly from Pastor Blanco®s church and was
led by one of the most remarkable worship leaders [ have ever
encountered, a voung man named Edmond Martinez, only 19 vears
old.

AL the end of the second day, during the closing worship
service, the ancinting became so heavy that people did not want to
leave, The worship continued for 30 minutes beyond the closing
time. At that point, [ discerned that the Lord was trying (o minister
encouragement to the pastors, most of whom were in their 20's,
wilh congregations struggling to stay alive. T called for all dis-
couraged pastors lo come forward for prayer. Many came, and
Dennis and Pastor Blanco prayved for them. Then, the worship
resumed and continued for another 30 minutes!
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One of the typical means of transportation in the Philippines. These
“tricycles” consist of a low powered motoreyele with a side car.

Other Ministry Opportunities

Cin the Sunday before the conference began on Monday, Dennis
preached at Joseph Blanco’s new cliurch which was established a
year ago in a small farming village located near Santa Maria. It
was the congregation’s first time to meet in their new building
which did not yet have a roof.

I preached that moming at Pastor Blanco’s church in
Santa Maria, a church of about 130 that is celebrating
its 20th anniversary. [ was surprised by the many young
people in the congregation and by the vitality of their
worship, They even had a wonderful praise team that
danced and played tambourines during our songs of
celebration.

The conference lasted three full days (Monday
through Wednesday). We rested on Thursday, and then
on Friday night we held a service in a public park in
Santa Maria, with Dennis delivering a powerlul evan-
gelistic sermon, Over 20 people responded to the
invitation to accept Jesus as Lord and Savior,

The following day we returned to Manila. On our
second Sunday in the Philippines, T preached a sermon
on Christian hope at the church in Manila that was
founded by Victor Broaddus after World War I, now
known as The Central Gospel Church. After the service
was completed, the elders asked us 1o slay an additional
hour and teach the congregation some more aboul Bible
prophecy. 1 responded by presenting a quick overview
of end timge events, and then Dennis and 1 fielded
questions for 45 minules.

Owerall, the trip was richly blessed and was a great
success, | returned with the conviction that we had laid
the foundation for even greater outreach in the future to
even larger gatherings of pastors and evangelists,

An Appeal for Help

I also returned with the conviction that God wants to work
through this ministry to bless Pastor Blanco, his family, and his
congregalion.

Pastor Blanco is a great man of God. He grew up in a nation
wide Filipino cult called Iglesia ni Christo (Church of Christ), It
is a cult that denics the deity of Jesus. It has received millions of
dollars from politicians because of its willingness and ability to
deliver the votes of its 2.5 million members,

Pastor Blanco studied his way out of this cult and founded his
independent church, called Harvester’s Christian Mission. That
was 20 years ago, when he was 30 vears old, He and his dear wife
live in a small bambeo but adjacent to their church building. They
have electricity but do not have running water. They get their
water [rom a well. Their home floods during every rainy season, It
is hard for Americans to imagine the primitive condition in which
they live.

They have sufficient land next to the church building for the
construction of 4 parsonage. Their hope is to build a parsonage on
a pier and beam foundation that would lift the house four feet off
the ground so that it will not flood during the rainy season. To
build such a house out of concrete blocks, with a tin roof, will cost
400,000 pesos, or $8.000.

I'd like 1o se the supporters of Lamb & Lion provide this much
needed home for Pastor Blanco and his wife. Any extra that is
contributed will be given to their church 1o be used for the planting
of additional churches in Pangasinan Province,

To help us with this cause, make checks payable to Lamb &
Lion, and designate them for “Philippine Outreach.” Thank you,
and God bless you! 4

Dave with Victor Broaddus, the man who introduced Dave to Bible prophecy. This
photo was made at the Lamb & Lion headquarters in the mid-1990's
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Dr. Reagan’s New Book

Dr. Reagan's new book, Living for Christ in the End Times, sells in Christian i- | U | n q For E h I’ I S [
bookstores for $12. We are making it available through the Ministry for $10 plus
$2.00 for mailing. (Texas residents must pay sales tax.) . +

The book presents in detail the two great challenges that confront Christianity I H €

[1mes

tasy in the Church.

Dr. Reagan then presents ten chapters explaining how Christians can overcome

al the beginning of the 21st Century: the decay of society and the increasing apos- E
these challenges: ”

4 Standing on the Word of God # Keeping an Elernal Perspective
# Belicving in the Power of God 4 Standing for Righteousness

% Relying on the Holy Spirit + Persisting in Praver

# Practicing Tough Faith # Surrendering in Worship

% Ordering Your Priorities + Clinging to Hope

Dir. Reagan concludes the book with two chapters which outline what the Bible
has to say about the ultimate tiumph that will be obtained over paganism when the
Lord returns to reign over all the world,

COrder a copy for yourself and for your pastor. To order, call 1-800/705-8316,

Video Update Report

Cur video studio is completed, and the conversation set, pictured below, is i i [] dVl d
ready for production. In fact, it has already been used for the production of a video o '
entitled, The Middle East Crisis in Biblical Perspective (see page 15 for details), n E ﬂ G p\ h;

Before we can open the studio for use by other ministries and churches, we
must upgrade some of our equipment to higher professional standards.

The specific items we need are as follows: We have in hand a total of $35,970 that is

% Three studio cameras at a cost of 520,000 each. 260,000 ::!:i;;;?;:z g;;glfﬁgl;;?;;z];;i]]EEFU:J:,::;'.:;;

# Heavy duty tripods for the studio cameras. 3,000 vour lelp in raising the additional funds. Please
o s ", prayerfully consider this urgent need.

* A more sophisticated digital editing program 10,000 As i as all OF oUiF SaGIpMEnt Mests prokes-

+ A more sophisticated digital switcher 5,000 sional standards, we will open the studio to other

ministries and churches. We will
also lake steps Lo start producing a
weekly television program that
will spotlight the signs of the
times that point to the soon return
of Jesus.

The completion of this video
project is the key to our reaching a
significantly greater number of
people with our prophetic mes-
sage.
If vou feel led of the Lord to
help us acquire the equipment we
need, please designate your gift for
“Wideo Outreach,”

And the next time you are in
the Datlas area, drop by for a visit,
We would be delighted to show
you the new studio.

Thanks for your prayers and
for the genercus support vou have
already provided. <=
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Ministry News

New Video — In mud-Movember, right before he departed for the
Philippines, Dr. Reagan recorded the first video program (o be
shot in our new studio. It is called The Middle East Crisis in
RBiblical Perspective. In the program, Dr, Reagan provides the
historical background of the dispute, analyzes the motives and
strategy of each side, and points oul how whal is happening now
is a fullillment of Bible prophecy. He concludes by explaining why
he believes the events in Israel clearly point to the fact that we are
on the threshold of the Tribulation. The video is $10 plus shipping
costs (and sales tax for Texas residents). To order, call 1-800/7035-
8316.

Cassette Tape Program — The “Left Behind” series has
prompted new interest in the Raplure. Several years ago this
ministry produced a one hour cassette tape program about the
Rapture that was entitled “The Great Disappearance.” The pro-
gram begins with a professionally prodoced, simulated radio
broadeast three days aller the Rapture. Dr. Beagan then presenis
an in-depth teaching about the nature, meaning and purpose of the
Rapture. One of the ministry’s trustees, Bob Birchler (who has
since gone to be with the Lord), concludes the program with an
evangelistic message, The cost is $5. Call 1-800/705-8316.

Hands of Luke — Our annual fund-raising campaign for the
Hands of Luke Ministry in Juares, Mexico produced a total of
$40,000, thanks to your generosity. Praise the Lord! George
Collich and his family took the money to Hands of Luke and then
staved over the Thanksgiving holidays to help serve over 12,000
people, many of whom live on the garbage dump of Juarez. Dr.
Marco sends his thanks to all of you!

Coming Soon — Qur media minister, Don Gordoni, is working
hard on the editing of the revised edition of gur video program,
Tsrael in Bible Prophecy. This is the program that we shot in
Israel last year during the first two weeks of September — right
before the recent violence broke out, Watch for an announcement
of its soon release for distribution,

New Study Bible — The co-author of the best-selling “Lefi
Behind” series, Tim LaHaye, has produced a new prophecy study
Bible that has just been published. The Bible contains two articles
by Dr. Reagan concerning the signs of the times. Currently, the
Bible is available only in the King James Version, 1t 1s scheduled
to be published soon in the NIV,
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Dr. Reagan “supervises” the placement of
a banner advertising Lamb & Lion's
propheey conference in the Philippines.
Pastor Blanco and his wife stand near
Dave. Pastor Blimco's son, Joseph, is at
the ather end, on the right. Dennis Pollock
was taking the picture.

| A riddle to be solved

| The poor have it. .

il Therichneed it

|| Whatic greater than God?

|| What is more evil than the devil?
% H you eat it you'll die?
;m e

Did You Know?

Pzalm 118 is the middle chapter of the entire Bible,

The shortest chapter in the Bible, Psalm 117, appears directly
before Fsalm 118.

The longest chapter in the Bible, Psalm 119, appears directly
after Psalm 118,

If you add up all the chapters of the Bible, except Psalm 118,
you get a total of 1,188 chapters,

Psalm 118, verse 8, happens to be the middle verse of the
Bible.

The central verse in the Bible contains a very important mes-
sage: "I is belter to lake refuge in the Lord than to trost in
man.”

Ancwer to the Riddle Above

jorp s nok Burgou 320 nof 1 puy
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Pilgrimage Video
Ready for Distribution

For years people have been calling Lamb & Lion
Ministries asking if we have a video that shows
what sites we cover when we take a pilgnmage
group to Israel.

Well, now we have one! This past June when Dr.
Reagan took a group to Israel, our media director,
Don Gordoni, accompanied the group and video
taped the trip.

Some 15 hours of footage has been edited down
to about 90 minutes by Don and Dr. Reagan. The
resulting program, A Pilgrimage to the Holy Land,
presents the pilgrimage day by day. You will see all
the major sites that relate to the life of Jesus, as well
as sites that relate to His Second Coming.

Gary Fisher, evangelist for Lion of Judah Minis-
tries also accompanied Dr. Reagan and served as
co-host. Gary and Dave shared the responsibility for
presenting the devotionals at each site

The video alternates between light moments that
will have you laughing and very serious devotional
talks that will challenge and enrich you spiritually.

This video would make a great Christmas gift, It
i5 also an item that you will want to place in your
church’s library.

The video comes in a very attractive slip box.
The cost is $20 plus shipping (and sales tax for
Texas residents), To order, please call 1-800/705-
8316.

In January of next year the Ministry hopes to
have another video about Israel ready for distri-
bution. It will be a remake of our popular program
entitled, Israel in Bible Prophecy. 1t surveys seven
prophecies that are being fulfilled in Israel today, all
of which point to the soon return of Jesus. It was
video taped in Israel in September of this year.

> ﬁ.'_‘.‘.»’:--'*:.:_
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The cover photn shows Gary Fisher praying ot the Western Wall in Jerusalem. Gary is the

founder of Lion of Judah Ministries and serves as its evangelist.
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